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Highlights

1. *40% of cardiovascular diseases at
UTH-CDH caused by tobacco*: Professor
Fastone Goma, CPCR Executive Director,
emphasizes the need to enact the Tobacco
Control Bill No 40 of 2025 to address this
burden.

2. *No licensing required for tobacco
consumers*: Robert Mwale, CTPD Public
Finance Lead Researcher, dispels rumors
spread by the Tobacco Industry.

3. *AIPAC’s call to withdraw TCB 2025
condemned*: ZAMNAT  Chairperson
Paxina Phiri strongly condemns Solomon
Ngoma’s call to withdraw the bill.

4. *ATPAC prioritizes profits over lives*:
TOFAZA’s Francis Lungu describes
AIPAC’s call as misplaced and prioritizing
profits over Zambians’ well-being.

5. *Zambia ratified WHO FCTC in 2008*:

Prof. Fastone Goma Mr. Robert Mwale
ldetonate Tohacco
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Isaac Mwanza, Zambia Civil Liberties
Union Executive Director, recalls Zambia’s
commitment to reducing tobacco use.

6. *Zambia ranks 94th in GTIII*: ZACA

Executive Director Juba Sakala expresses
concern over Zambia’s poor ranking,
scoring 83 points.

7. *Tobacco industry interference costs

By Derrick Sinjela

eaturing on a Wednesday, 18th March, 2026 Hot 87.7FM Zambia st AdTenn Teimeen Comiml Almee

Hot Seat programme, anchored by Paul Zulu, Centre for Primary Consultant Caleb Ayong highlights the

Care Research (CPCR) Executive Director Professor of physiology worrying levels of interference and the

and cardiovascular Fastone Mathew Goma and Centre for Trade Policy annual cost of K2.8 billion in healthcare

Development (CTPD) Public Finance Lead Researcher Robert Mwale expenses and lost productivity, resulting in
restated a need to enact the Tobacco Control Bill No 40 of 2025. 7,142 lives lost yearly.

8. Tobacco industry interference a

To page 2 concern*:  African Tobacco Control

Alliance (ATCA) Consultant Caleb Ayong

highlights worrying levels of tobacco
industry interference in Zambia.

9. *”Charity” is industry interference*:
Dr. Mary Assunta, SEATCA Senior Policy

Advisor, insists that tobacco industry

B Y Hellen B walya “charity” is not philanthropy, but rather

. . industry interference.
n a Tuesday 17th March, 2026 Press Statement, The Zambia Media 10. *CSR used to clear public image*: Dr.
Network Against Tobacco (ZAMNAT) Chairperson Paxina Phiri (left) Assunta and Atty. Faith Laperal, Health
strongly condemned Acton Institute for Policy Analysis Centre (AIPAC) Justice Philippines Executive Director,
Executive Director Solomon Ngoma for calling for the withdrawal of the lament how tobacco companies use CSR to
Tobacco Control Bill 2025. improve their public image while profiting

from addiction and disease.
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Rebuttal: Public health cannot be negotiated away

By Derrick Sinjela
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THE BILL
PASS THE TOBACCO
CONTROL BILL NOW!

LINCHING OF i obacco Free Association of Zambia

T 202 Eﬂg@ f.ESE','("RSES'?{ B (TOFAZA) Tobacco Control

Communications Specialist Francis
Lungu described the call by Action Institute
for Policy Analysis Centre (AIPAC) Executive
Director Solomon Ngoma to withdraw the
Tobacco Control Bill 2025 as misplaced on
account of placing profits above the lives and

Tobacco Free Association of Zambia (TOFAZA)
Tobacco Control Communications Specialist Francis . .
Lungu (left) with TOFAZA Executive Director well-being of Zambians.
Brenda Chitindi (right)
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ZAMNAT canes AIPAG

Zambia Media Network Against Tobacco
(ZAMNAT) Chairperson Paxina Phiri

from front page

Ms. Phiri described the AIPAC position as
misleading, insensitive, and irresponsible in the face
of overwhelming evidence on the devastating impact
of tobacco on public health and the Zambian economy.

From AIPAC’s Press Statement, Ms. Phiri noted
that it is evident that they do not know what they are
talking about, or worse still, intentionally spreading
misinformation to protect industry profits at the
expense of Zambian lives.

“It is clear that the tobacco industry has deliberately
misinterpreted the Bill and incited farmers to speak
against a law that is designed to protect them. This
manipulation is shameful,”’said Ms. Phiri.

Ms. Phiri equally singled out former Zambia
Association of Manufacturing (ZAM) President Ashu
Sagar for shamelessly attempting to mislead farmers
and the public of Zambia with false claims about the
Tobacco Control Bill.

“Mr. Sagar’s petition to Parliament is insensitive
and irresponsible. The Tobacco Control Bill does not
ban tobacco farming—95% of Zambia’s tobacco is
exported—and nowhere does the legislation prohibit
production. What it does is regulate consumption
to protect Zambians, especially children, from
exploitation and addiction,” explained Ms. Phiri.

Ms. Phiri is especially disappointed with Professor

Rebuttal: Public health cannot be negotiated away

from front page

Urging  parliamentarians  to  ignore  AIPAC’s
unresearched position, Mr. Lungu insisted that tobacco is
a leading cause of preventable deaths globally, linked to
cancer, heart, and chronic respiratory diseases.

Lungu noted that any legislation aimed at reducing
harms of tobacco is not an attack on livelihoods but a
necessary defense of human life.

“AIPAC’s argument that the Bill is “punitive” ignores
a fundamental truth: strong laws save lives. Warning
labels, advertising restrictions, and enforcement measures
are globally recognized tools under the United Nations
World Health Organization’s Framework Convention on
Tobacco Control (UN-WHO-FCTC), to which Zambia is
a signatory, since Friday, 23rd May, 2008. Let us be clear:
tobacco is not an ordinary commodity,” advised Lungu.

Lungu implored the Zambian Government to protect
citizens from harmful products on account of evidence
based devastating and well-documented harms of tobacco.

“These are not foreign impositions - they are evidence-
based protections. The suggestion that requiring health
warnings or regulating sales “threatens freedoms” is
misleading. There is no freedom in addiction. There is no
freedom in premature death,” cautioned Lungu.

While acknowledging that the tobacco industry
contributes to the economy, Lungu regretted that Zambia
annually spends K2.8 billion treating tobacco related
illnesses.

“But at what cost? The healthcare burden of treating
tobacco-related illnesses, lost productivity, and premature
deaths far outweigh any short-term economic gains. A
nation cannot build sustainable prosperity on a product
that sickens its people. The livelihoods argument, while
important, should not be used to justify inaction. Instead,
it should push policymakers toward supporting farmers
and workers to transition to safer and more sustainable
alternatives,” explained Lungu.

Lungu petitioned that protecting jobs must always go
hand-in-hand with protecting lives, not sacrificing one for
the other.

Lungu viewed the call for ‘more consultation’ with
caution as Zambia has debated tobacco control for close to
two decades (18 years).

“Continued delays only serve the interests of the
tobacco industry while more citizens fall victim to
preventable diseases. The Tobacco Control Bill 2025 is
not about punishment - it is about prevention. It is about
ensuring that future generations are not trapped in cycles

of addiction and illness. In the end, the choice
is simple: Zambia can protect profits, or it can
protect its people. Public health must come first-
because no economic argument can outweigh the
value of a human life,” Lungu explained.

Lungu is amused that the same tobacco industry
players cannot allow their own children and
family members to consume tobacco products
and yet they want to continue making profits by
addicting other young people - a double standard
described as grossly unfair.

Lungu reiterated that the Tobacco Control Bill
No. 40 of 2025 must pass and be enacted into the
Zambian law to save lives.

Lungu was responding to a Tuesday, 17th
March, 2026 Press Release in which AIPAC
Executive Director Ngoma’s appeal to withdraw
the proposed Tobacco Control Bill 2025 and
subject it to wider consultation and dialogue with
stakeholders.
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Lubinda Haabazoka, for choosing to publicly oppose a health
bill designed to save lives.

Ms. Phiri described Professor Haabazoka’s remark as
misleading and reckless, pointing out that being a smoker
does not justify defending a product that kills.

“By calling on Members of Parliament not to support the
Bill, he is acting irresponsibly and undermining efforts to
protect the health of Zambians. Such statements from a person
of academic standing are unbecoming of someone entrusted
with shaping public opinion,” noted Ms. Phiri.

Citing two facts, Ms. Phiri reminded Professor Haabazoka
that cigarettes contain about 600 ingredients, which produce
over 7,000 chemicals when burned, including at least 69
known carcinogens and vapes contain hundreds of chemicals,
with at least 243 identified in e-liquids and aerosols, including
nicotine, flavorings, solvents, heavy metals, and other toxic
compounds.

“These are not harmless products. They are toxic, addictive,
and deadly. Zambia loses over 7,142 lives annually to tobacco-
related diseases, and reports from the University Teaching
Hospital Cancer Diseases Hospital (UTH-CDH) show that
40% of cancers are linked to tobacco use. Consultations
have already been conducted, including a Regulatory Impact
Assessment (RIA), which concluded that passing this Bill
will save lives and strengthen Zambia’s economy. For the Bill
to reach Parliament, it has undergone extensive review. The
industry’s demand for “more consultation” is simply a tactic
to delay regulation and continue profiting at the expense of
Zambian lives,” said Ms. Phiri.

Speaking as ZAMNAT chairperson, Ms. Phiri commended
the President of Zambia, Dr. Hakainde Hichilema, for showing
responsible leadership by allowing the Tobacco Control Bill
No. 40 of 2025 to reach Parliament.

Courting Members of Parliament (MPs) as responsible
leaders with constitutional mandate to make laws advancing
the people of Zambia, Ms. Phiri trusts that parliamentarians
will rise to this responsibility and protect national health.

Ms. Phiri called upon the media to report responsibly and
publish balanced stories as a good practice of the profession.
“Journalism must go beyond commercial benefits. The media
has a duty to educate and inform the masses so that citizens
can make informed decisions. The role of the media is critical,
and it must not publish misinformation but report on facts
and the truth. As media practitioners, we also emphasize
that social media use must be guided by responsibility and
accountability so that people do not simply wake up and post
misleading information that confuses the masses,” prayed
Ms. Phiri., citing evidence from other countries showing that
regulating tobacco does not destroy the industry but ensures
accountability. “Uganda, for example, has passed strong
tobacco control laws without giving the industry a seat at the
table, because no government should allow a company that
sells death to dictate public health policy.We urge MPs to
stand firm as the TCB No. 40 2025 is about saving lives,
protecting children, and safeguarding Zambia’s future.
Tobacco is not a necessity—it is a deadly product. Regulation
is the only responsible path forward,” Ms. Phiri insisted.

Zambia at high risk

firom front page

From the outset, Professor Goma dispelled
assertions by the Tobacco Industry pointing
out that the TCB No 40. of 2025 is here to
protect the Zambian people.

Noting that forty per cent (40%) of
cardiovascular diseases treated at University
Teaching Hospital - Cancer Diseases Hospital
(UTH-CDH) are caused by Tobacco, Professor
Goma believes enactment of the TCB No 40 of
2025 into law will nip this burden in the bud.

“The TCB No 40 of 2025 is a health bill
aimed at protecting the wellbeing of people
and the Zambian nation from the harms of
tobacco. This bill is here to protect both first
hand and second hand smokers. It is intended
to regulate smoking in public and selling
tobacco responsibly, stopping sellers from

targeting minors,” Prof. Goma cautioned noting that
early initiation to nicotine and cigarettes happens
below the age of twenty (20).

Prof. Goma says comprehensive tobacco control
ultimately enhances good health among citizens.

On his part, Mr. Mwale dispelled rumour mongering
by Tobacco Industry that consumers of tobacco
products will have to be licensed.

Mwale explained that Part 6 19 (1) Application for
a License or Permit is a preserve of the Ministry of
Commerce Trade and Industry (MCTI), which once
law will enforce controls in manufacturing, distribution,
sale, import and export of tobacco products.

“Now every hundred yards from a school there is a
kiosk that is selling cigarette packs and single cigarette
sticks that are cheaper than fritters and sweets, attracting
school going adolescents to taste these products. When
you go into a supermarket, cigarettes are placed next to
candy,” regretted Mwale.
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Leading the way: Zambia’s opportunity to align
with African success stories in tobacco control

By Derrick Sinjela

issued from Lome, Togo, African Tobacco Control

Alliance (ATCA) Interim Executive Secretary Mrs.
Kouami Kossiwa implored Zambia to walk and align
herself to African success stories on tobacco control.

Mrs. Kossiwa says ATCA is observing with interest
the public health landscape in the Republic of Zambia
as the Tobacco Control Bill 2025 is discussed in
Parliament. Mrs. Kossiwa says Zambia has reached a
critical juncture where it must decide how it handles
the basic responsibility of protecting the health of its
population, especially the vulnerable groups, from a
major threat like tobacco.

Mrs. Kossiwa says aligning national legislation
with the United Nations World Health Organisation
Framework Convention on Tobacco Control (UN-
WHO-FCTC) creates big wins for health and the
economy.

In Senegal, the implementation of strong tobacco
control measures led to a significant decrease of more
than 25% in adult tobacco consumption between
2015 and 2023, while simultaneously allowing the

In a Monday, 23rd March, 2026 Press Statement

African Tobacco Control Alltance (AT CA) Interim Executive
Secretary Mrs. Kouami Kossiwa (centre)

government to increase excise taxes to generate
revenue for public health.
Similarly, Ethiopia has set a continental

ATCA warns Zamhia over rising tobacco industry interference

By Chapala Chikoyi

on the Zambian Government to strengthen safeguards

against tobacco industry influence, warning that
continued engagement with the industry is undermining
national health policies.

In a tele address, during the Tobacco Free Association
of Zambia (TOFAZA) 2025 Zambia Tobacco Industry
Interference Index at Lusaka’s Longacres Lodge, African
Tobacco Control Alliance (ATCA) Consultant and Public
Health Advocate, Caleb Ayong alluded to worrying levels of
tobacco industry interference in Zambia.

Tobacco industry “charity” is not philanthropy, it is industry
interference,” insisted Dr. Mary Assunta, a Senior Policy
Advisor of SEATCA, in a separate visual address.

And Business Mirror quoted both Dr. Assunta and
Atty. Faith Laperal, Executive Director of Health Justice
Philippines, equally lament how tobacco companies use
Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) to clear their public
image while continuing to profit from addiction and disease.

Joining the Saturday 7th March, 2026 event via webinar
from his base in Lomé, Togo, Ayong regretted Zambia’s 94th
rank out of 100 countries globally, scoring 83 points, making
it the worst-performing country in Africa and globally.

Public health stakeholders, civil society organisations
, government representatives and the media heard Ayong
highlight frequent and unnecessary interactions between
government officials and tobacco companies.

Ayong warned that tobacco companies often use CSR
initiatives, including tree-planting campaigns and donations
, as a strategy to gain public goodwill and access to
policymakers.

He urged government ministries beyond health — including
Finance, Commerce and Agriculture — to take responsibility
in protecting public policy from tobacco industry influence.

Zambia ratified the United Nations World Health
Organisation Framework Convention on Tobacco Control
(UN-WHO-FCTC) in 2008, which requires governments to
implement Article 5.3, a provision designed to protect health
policies from tobacco industry interference.

Ayong called on the Zambian Parliament to urgently pass
the Tobacco Control Bill N.A.B 40 of 2025, describing it as a
critical safeguard against tobacco industry influence.

“The bill is not only legislation. It is a declaration of
sovereignty and a commitment to protect the people of
Zambia rather than the interests of multinational corporations.

Public health advocates and young people have called

As a country, Zambia needs independence — not
interference — from the tobacco industry,” Ayong
said.

Southeast Asia Tobacco Control Alliance
(SEATCA) Senior Policy Advisor and Head of
Global Research and Advocacy at the Global
Centre for Good Governance in Tobacco
Control Dr. Mary Assunta

Afirican Tobacco Control Alliance (ATCA)
Consultant and Public Health Advocate
Caleb Ayong

standard by strictly prohibiting tobacco industry
interference in public policy, a move that has
protected its national health initiatives from the
commercial interests of the tobacco industry.

These frameworks have proven to be powerful
tools for domestic resource mobilization and, through
the adoption of adequate track and trace systems,
have directly empowered governments to combat
illicit trade.

By reclaiming control over their markets from tax-
evading entities, these nations have debunked the
myth that regulation harms the economy; highlighting
that it instead stabilizes it.

According to the 2025 Africa Tobacco Industry
Interference Index, Zambia ranked as the worst
performing of 20 surveyed nations in terms of
protecting its public health policies from the vested
interest of the tobacco industry. This is a signal that
Zambia is currently vulnerable to industry interference
that contradicts its sovereign health goals. As a Party
to the WHO FCTC since 2008, Zambia is under a
global spotlight to fulfill its treaty obligations.

Article 5.3 of the FCTC is a fundamental
requirement for nations to safeguard their health
policies from an industry that has a documented
history of attempting to dilute, delay, and dismantle
health regulations for its financial interests.

It is essential to clarify that comprehensive tobacco
regulation does not seek to end the livelihoods of
farmers or the rights of citizens; rather, it provides
a long-overdue framework to regulate a deadly
product. The content of such regulations, ranging
from smoke-free public spaces to graphic health
warnings, is designed to protect children and non-
smokers while ensuring that the public is informed of
the grave consequences of tobacco use.

The path Zambia chooses now will determine
its image on the global stage: a nation that leads
in protecting its people, or one that yields to the
commercial interests of an industry that profits from
the daily death of its citizens. The world is watching.

ATCA is a non-profit, non-political Pan-African
network of civil society organizations headquartered
in Lome, Togo. With membership in 39 countries,
ATCA is dedicated to promoting public health and
curbing the tobacco epidemic in the continent.

The alliance is an Observer to UN -WHO-FCTC
Conference of Parties, and Meeting of the Parties
(MOP) of the Protocol to Eliminate Illicit Trade in
Tobacco Products.

It has a Special Consultative Status with the UN
ECOSOC, it is certified with the equivalence of a US
Public Charity organization, and it is accredited as a
regional non-state actor with WHO AFRO.
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Zambia must domesticate UN-WHO-FCTC.

By Derrick Sinjela

entre for Primary Care Research (CPCR)

Executive Director Professor Fastone Mathew
Goma dismissed protestations by Zambia Chamber
of Commerce and Industry (ZACCI) on the Tobacco
Control Bill No. 40 of 2025 as unfounded and
designed to mislead the general public.

In a Monday 23rd March, 2026 Press Statement
themed: “ZACCI calls for a balanced Tobacco
Control Framework that safeguards public health
while protecting investment and economic stability”,
ZACCI President Anthony Kabaghe feared that
the current Tobacco Control Bill No. 40 of 2025,
if enacted in its present form, risked undermining
private sector confidence, discouraging investment
and destabilizing a key productive sector of the
Zambian economy.

In response, Professor Goma dispelled assertions
by Mr. Kabaghe, pointing out that ZACCI has
deliberately chosen to misunderstand the intent and
the spirit of TCB No 40 of 2025 legislation.

Professor Goma recollected that in 2018, ZACCI’s
opposition was instrumental in preventing the TCB
from reaching Cabinet, and repeating the same
arguments already been heard, considered, and
rejected.

In a Tuesday, 24th March 2026 Press Statement
circulated by CPCR Manager: Communications &
Administration Ms Paxina Phiri, Prof. Goma insisted
that ZACCI has been engaged by the Ministry of
Health (MoH) at several points, including during the
internal legislative process where stakeholder views
were heard and considered.

Prof. Goma regretted that Zambia annually records
7,142 deaths and an equivalent of 16,427 healthy
years, K154 million in health care expenditure, and
K2.7 billion in lost productivity due to premature
mortality, disability, and workplace smoking every
year

Prof. Goma says once an FCTC compliant law
is passed, it will save 40,349 lives over 15 years,
consistently preventing the loss of approximately
2,690 Zambian lives every year and yielding
K24,560 million in annual savings, protecting
families, strengthening the workforce, and reducing

Tobacco Free Association of Zambia
(TOFAZA) Executive Director
Ms. Brenda Chitindi.

the burden on our health system.
Alluding to the Zambia Investment Case

for Tobacco Control, Prof. Goma says
domestication of the United Nations World
Health Organization Framework Convention on
Tobacco Control (UN-WHO-FCTC) is the most
effective option available to the government.
“We categorically reject the false narrative
being advanced by the tobacco industry
and its allies that enacting this Bill would
“scare investors. This claim is not supported
by evidence. In fact, more than 40 African
countries have already domesticated this law,
and none has experienced the investor flight
that the industry purports. Zambia will not be
the exception. ZACCI’s current submission
is not a genuine contribution to policy, it is a
deliberate notorious attempt to mislead the
public and derail life-saving legislation. Public
health protection and the promotion of tobacco
consumption are mutually exclusive. There
can be no balance, no compromise, and no
calibration between the two. One is for health
promotion and the other for promotion of disease
and death,” Prof. Goma alluded to MPOWER;
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Centre for Primary Care Research (CPCR) Execu-

tive Director Professor Fastone Mathew Goma (left),

Chisha Chromez Mubambe (centre) and Robert
Mwale (right) at Hot FM 87.7FM).

monitor tobacco use and prevention policies, protect
people from tobacco smoke, offer help to quit tobacco
use, warn about the dangers of tobacco, enforce bans
on tobacco advertising, promotion and sponsorship,
and raise taxes on tobacco.

Prof. Goma urged policymakers and Parliament
to stand firm against industry interference, uphold
constitutional duty to safeguard citizens health
by rejecting ZACCI’s submission with deserving
contempt.

“It is high time the Government of the Republic of
Zambia domesticated the FCTC, a proven tool for
protecting current and future generations from the
harms of tobacco use and exposure to tobacco smoke.
Any delay will mean continued loss of thousands of
Zambian lives. Zambian Lives Matter,” advised Prof.
Goma.

And reaffirming the Tobacco Control Bill as a Public
Health imperative, and not a commercial intrusion,
Tobacco Free Association of Zambia (TOFAZA)
Executive Director Ms. Brenda Chitindi equally
dismissed protestations by the ZACCI President
Anthony Kabaghe regarding the Tobacco Control Bill
No. 40 of 2025 as regrettable.

Zambia Civil Liberties Uion call fo eaent of Tobacco Control Bill

By Hellen Bwalya and Chapala Chikoya

mbia Civil Liberties Union Executive
Director, Isaac Mwanza, has called for
the enactment of the Tobacco Control Bill
Number 40 of 2025 into law.

Mwanza said Zambia ratified the WHO
Framework Convention on Tobacco Control on
23rd May 2008, thereby becoming legally bound to
implement comprehensive measures to reduce tobacco
use.

Mwanza said the continued delay in enacting
such legislation places Zambia in a position of non-
compliance with its international obligations and
exposes its population to preventable harm.

Mwanza observed that reports of young citizens,
some as young as 25, succumbing to throat cancer
point to an alarming trend that can no longer be
ignored.

“The widespread abuse of shisha and smokeless
tobacco exacerbate this crisis, contributing to
cancers and chronic respiratory illnesses. 1 believe

Zambia Civil Liberties Union Executive Director,
Isaac Mwanza

that without a legal framework to regulate access,
advertising and consumption, tobacco products will
continue to proliferate unchecked socio-economic and
health systems burden in Zambia,” grieved Mwanza.

Mwanza explained that this creates a clear economic
imbalance where private companies benefit financially
while the public sector bears the burden of healthcare
costs.

Mwanza stated that government’s role is not to
eliminate business activity but to establish a fair and
responsible balance that safeguards public health.

He observed that other countries in the region such
as South Africa have successfully implemented tobacco
control measures to curb similar challenges.

Mwanza said the prolonged failure to enact
comprehensive tobacco control legislation points to
a deeper structural problem involving the influence of
powerful commercial interests.

Mwanza added that failure to act now will perpetuate
preventable harm and reinforce the perception that
policymaking can easily be undermined by commercial
influence exerted by the Tobacco Industry.



